
United we stand 

A service for our great nation 

 

P: Today we come together to pray for our nation, for all those in governance 

and all its people who make it great and wonderful. We pray that this land 

continues to grow on the principles of unity, responsibility, happiness and 

liberty. We ask for God’s abiding vision, blessing and presence as India 

celebrates her 73rd Independence day. Amen 

 

Opening Hymn 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

 Naught be all else to me, save that thou art- 

Thou my best thought, by day and the night,  

Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 

 

 Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise, 

 Thou mine inheritance, now and always; 

Thou and thou only, first in my heart 

High King of heaven, my Treasure Thou art. 

 

High King of heaven, my victory won, 

May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heav’ns Sun 

Heart of my own heart, whatever may befall, 

Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

Eleanor Hull, 1912 

 

 

Kauma  
  

P. †Glory be to the Father our Creator, to the Son our Redeemer and to the Holy 

Spirit who sanctifies us.  



C. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen.   

P. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 

your glory, Hosanna in the highest.   

C. Blessed is He that has come and is to come again in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.    

  

P. Holy art thou, O God.   

C. Holy art thou, Almighty Lord.  

P. Holy art thou, Immortal Lord.  

C. O Lord, the Messiah who was crucified for us † have mercy on us.  

(To be repeated thrice) 

 

  

  

P. O Lord, have mercy on us. 

 

C. O Lord, have mercy on us and bless us.  

P. O Lord, accept our prayers and worship and have mercy on us.   

C. Glory be to you, O God.  

P. Glory be to you, O Creator.  

C. Glory be to you, O King the Messiah; who has mercy on us sinners. 

Bless us, O Lord.   

 (Let us say together the prayer that Jesus taught us)   

  

 

 

 

All:  Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name,   

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is done in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  



And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, Forever.  Amen.   

 

 

Lesson 1: Exodus 23: 1-9 

Lesson 2: Acts 15: 1-11 

 

 

Meditation 

It was in South Africa that C.F. Andrews met Gandhi for the first time. Gandhi 
was then helping the Indian community which was the victim of racial 

discrimination. Andrews recorded his first impression as follows:  

“In him, from the very first, I felt instinctively that there had come into the 
world, not only a new religious personality of the highest order, moving the 

hearts of man and women to incredible sacrifice, but also a new religious truth, 

which yet was not new, but old as the stars and the everlasting hills. His one 

message was that long-suffering and redeeming love is alone invincible”  

While working with Gandhi and his followers in South Africa Andrews felt that 

they were taking the true Christian position: suffering (wrongdoing) patiently 
and overcoming evil by good. Two things struck Andrews; one was Gandhi’s 

closeness to Christ and other was the prejudice of the so called Christians to 

him. 

 Andrews wrote: “Even when I was actively engaged in trying to help Mahatma 

Gandhi at the height of the strain of conflict I was subconsciously occupied in 

thinking out the spiritual meaning of his personality.” 

 Andrews was sad to observe how so many who professed themselves to be 

Christians and represented the Christian Church condemned Gandhi because he 

does not belong to the white race. Gandhi was even refused admission to church 

service because he was a coloured man. Andrews could not tolerate a “colour-
ridden Christianity’’.  Like St. Paul, Andrews made up his mind to resist those 

who brought discrimination inside Christian church. Without hesitation he said; 

“Also I must recognise, without any reserve whatever, the spirit of Christ 
present in those who did not call themselves Christians. I had to stand on their 

side, and not with those who were keeping alive the spirit of racial and religious 

exclusion”. 

 The difference in their background didn’t divide Andrews and Gandhi, for those 

differences were only on the surface. There were deep elements of agreement in 

their attitude to life and its duties. They sprang from a common concern for the 
oppressed and downtrodden and a common faith in the ultimate power and 

reality of love. It had stood the test of much vehement disagreement over 

particular methods and policies, and the long separation had only drawn closer 

the bonds of confidence and trust. It was Gandhi’s burning passion for serving 
the weak and oppressed that bound Andrews to him. They both held that God 



was to be found among the lowliest child of the soil. The essential harmony 

between them sprang from their agreement on “practical religious ideals”. 

 As Gandhi said, “Each of our missions is to essentially be a seeker and servant 

of humanity.’’ 

C.F. Andrews, What I Owe to Christ (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1932) 

 

Hymn 

We are One in The Spirit,  
We are One in The Lord. 
We are One in The Spirit,  
We are One in The Lord.  
 And we pray that all unity 
 May one day be restored. 
 
And they'll know we are Christians  
By our love, by our Love, 
Yes they'll know we are Christians by our love.  
 
We will work with each other,  
We will work side by side. 
We will work with each other,  
We will work side by side. 
 And we'll guard each man's dignity 
 And save each man's pride.  
 
We will walk with each other, 
We will walk hand in hand.  
We will walk with each other, 
We will walk hand in hand.  
And together we'll spread  
The news that God is in our land. 
 

L: Unity- A short poem 

Rabindranath Tagore is considered one of the greatest writers in Indian 

literature. A Bengali poet, novelist, educator and Nobel Laureate for Literature in 
1913, Tagore was awarded a knighthood in 1915. But he surrendered it in 1919 

in protest against the Massacre at Amritsar, where British troops killed around 

400 Indian demonstrators. 

 In this poem, Tagore explains the significance of unity. 

The significance which is in 

unity 

is an eternal wonder 

We try to realise the essential unity of the world 

with the conscious soul of man; 

We learn to perceive the unity held together 

by the one Eternal Spirit, 



Whose power creates the earth, 

the sky, and the stars, 

And at the same time irradiates our minds with 

the light of a consciousness 

That moves and exits in unbroken continuity with the outer world. 

 

 

Prayer of Confession  

  

Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson  

Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy  

L: Dear God, we ask that you fill us with your Spirit of love and unity among 

believers all across this nation. 

We realize how often we let prejudice and discrimination get in the way of 

leading a life pleasing to you. We ask for your help to set aside our differences 

and look to the greater cause, the cause of Christ. We ask that you would help 

us to truly live a life of love. We know that this is only possible through the 

power of your Spirit, so we pray for your Spirit to move across our land in fresh 

ways. Turn your people back to you. Draw others to come to know you. All this 

we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 

 

Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson  

Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy  

Thanksgiving 

Our city leads the nation in diversity. 
Members of every faith 

and of all ethnicities 

reside within her streets 

and are here today. 

We joyously honor 

the many cultures that formed us 

while coming to an understanding of one another. 



We work together, 
make art together, 

dance together, 

dine together, 

laugh together, 

and live together. 

We can show the world 

what it means to come together! 

Our kindness towards one another 

is the blueprint 

upon which a better world is built. 

May love and respect reverberate, 

changing the hearts of all who choose hate, 

across every nation and every state. 

May the words and actions of our daily lives 
help every adult and child to thrive, 

for love, unity, and peace is our fate! 

Source unknown 

Intercessory Prayers 

L: Dear Lord, we pray for all our leaders-we pray for the President, the Prime 

Minister, the Governor, the Chief Minister, the Mayor and all those in offices of 

Government. Guide them in their duties, and help them put all their trust in you 

as they govern the nation through this pandemic. Give them purity in their 

intentions, and godliness in their convictions.  We pray that you surround every 

leader with wise counsel, that they would be humble and kind, patient and loving 

through their actions and words. Energize their spirits and bodies physically and 

spiritually, protect and provide for their families. Inspire them to carry out great 

deeds for the country. 

C: There’s a call comes ringing over the restless wave, 
 “Send the light! Send the light!”  
There are souls to rescue there are souls to save,  
Send the light! Send the light! 
 
Refrain: 
Send the light, the blessed Gospel light;  
Let it shine from shore to shore! 
 Send the light, the blessed Gospel light; 
 Let it shine forevermore! 
 



L:  We give thanks for those on the frontline who are tirelessly caring for our 

nation during these times and pray that they lead each day with renewed 

strength from you. 

We pray for our Defence Forces, the Police and Fire Departments. We are 

thankful for their service and sacrifice and ask you to guide and protect them as 

they continue to keep our country safe. We pray for those who work behind the 

scenes for our nation’s welfare; we request you to grant them peace and 

prosperity. 

C: We have heard the Macedonian call today, 
“Send the light! Send the light!” 
And a golden off’ring at the cross we lay, 
Send the light! Send the light! 
 
Refrain: 
Send the light, the blessed Gospel light;  
Let it shine from shore to shore! 
 Send the light, the blessed Gospel light; 
 Let it shine forevermore! 
 

L: Loving Lord, we pray for all those who lead our church- Thirumeni’s and 

Achens. We thank you for their dedication in ministering to your people.We 

thank you for all the missions of the church that help in spreading your message 

to all the far corners of the nation. We pray for the missionaries and their 

families and ask you to continue to use them as instruments of your peace. 

We thank you for the committed work of the sextons and support staff of our 

churches and pray that you bless their sincerity and hard work. 

We are grateful for the blessing of being able to come together as a 

congregation to worship you through modern technology, and pray that your 

light is shown to all the dark corners of the country. 

 

C: Let us pray that grace may everywhere abound,  

Send the light! Send the light! 

 And a Christlike spirit everywhere be found, 

 Send the light! Send the light! 

 

Refrain: 

Send the light, the blessed Gospel light;  

Let it shine from shore to shore! 

 Send the light, the blessed Gospel light; 

 Let it shine forevermore! 

 

L: Dear God, We pray for your protection as one nation under you. 

We ask that you surround this country and cover us with your mighty hand. We 

pray for unity in our land, that in spite of our differences, we would be willing to 

stand strong together and live out our days with compassion and grace. Wake us 

up Lord! Remind us to live aware, to redeem the time, listen to your words, and 



be willing to make a difference in this land. Give us courage to speak out. Help 

us not to stay silent but to do all things through your wisdom and love. Help us 

to bring honour to your Name, for you alone are worthy. Amen. 

C: Let us not grow weary in the work of love,  
Send the light! Send the light! 
 Let us gather jewels for a crown above,  

Send the light! Send the light! 

 
Refrain: 

Send the light, the blessed Gospel light;  

Let it shine from shore to shore! 

 Send the light, the blessed Gospel light; 

 Let it shine forevermore! 
Words and Music by Charles H. Gabriel 1890 

 

Gospel Reading   

P:  †Peace be with you all.  

C:  May the Lord make us all worthy to listen to His Word.  

  

P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, which proclaims life and salvation to 

the world as recorded by St. Luke 6:20-26 

C: Blessed is He that has come and will come again. Praise to the Father who 

sent him for our Salvation. May His blessings be ever upon us.  

P: In the days of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, the Word of life, God 

incarnate of the blessed Virgin Mary, it happened in this way.   

C: So we believe and affirm.  

 (After reading the Gospel, the priest says,†'Peace be with you all')  

  

C: We thank you, Lord, that you have given us your gospel  which is indeed the 

light of the world, that we may be drawn closer to you through the living words 

from your gospel which we have now heard.   

 

The Nicene Creed  

We believe in the one true God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

and of all things visible and invisible.  

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of 

the Father before all world; Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made, 



who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man. He was 

crucified† also for us in the days of Pontius Pilate; suffered and died and was 

buried. The third day He rose again, by His Father's holy will, ascended into 

heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. He will come again, with glory, 

to judge both the living and the dead and of His kingdom there will be no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the 

Father; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; 

who spoke by the prophets and the apostles. We believe in one Holy Catholic 

and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; 

and look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the new life of the world to 

come. Amen.  

 

 

Birthday, Wedding Anniversary and Thanksgiving 

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us  
O'er the world's tempestuous sea; 
 Guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 
 For we have no help but thee; 
 Yet possessing every blessing,  
 If our God our Father be. 
 
Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us: 
All our weakness thou dost know; 
Thou didst tread this earth before us,  
Thou didst make its wonders grow 
 Healed with love you saved so many 
 Giving joy to those below. 
 
Spirit of our God, descending,  
Fill our hearts with heavenly joy, 
Love with every passion blending, 
Pleasure that can never cloy:  
Thus provided, pardoned, guided,  
Nothing can our peace destroy. 
 

 

MESSAGE 

Closing Prayer 

Almighty God, You have given us this good land for our heritage. We humbly ask 

that we may always prove ourselves mindful of your favour and be glad to do 

your will. Bless our land with honourable endeavour, sound learning, and pure 

manners. Save us from violence, discord and confusion, from pride and 

arrogance, and from all evil ways. Defend our liberties and help us stand as one 

united nation, birthed from many cultures and tongues. Endow the Spirit of 



wisdom to those entrusted with the authority of government, that there may be 

justice and peace at home. Help us to obey your law that we may sing of your 

praises to all the generations of the earth. In times of prosperity fill our hearts 

with thankfulness, and in the days of trouble do not allow our trust in you to fail. 

Benediction 

May we be able to put aside all differences and lead with your kindly light as we 

live in this great nation. May we strive for unity of all people and share the 

happiness that comes from being united with you. In thy name we pray. Amen. 

Doxology 

This Land is your Land, This Land is my Land, 
From far Himalayas down to Cape Comorin. 

From Bombay city to old Calcutta, 

This Land belongs to you and me. 
 

This land needs Jesus, He is the answer 

This land needs Jesus, we youth must tell her, 

Tell of the Savior, His saving power, 
Stand and declare His love to all. 

 

The National Anthem  

" Jana Gana Mana Adhinayaka Jaya Hay 

 Bharat Bhagya Vidhata  

Punjaba, Sind, Gujarata, Maratha 

 Dravida Utkala Banga  

Vindhya Himachal Yamuna Ganga 

 Ucchala Jaladhi Taranga 

 Tava Shubha Name Jage  

Tava Shubha Ashisha Mange 

 Gahe Tava Jaya Gatha  

Jana Gana Mangaladayak Jaya Hay 

 Bharata Bhagya Vidhata 

 Jaya Hay ! Jaya Hay! Jaya Hay! 

 Jaya,Jaya,Jaya,Jaya Hay " 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 


