Fearfully and wonderfully made

Celebrating the joy of children

P: "Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as
these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not
receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it." And he took them
in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. -- Mark 10:13-16

Dear Lord, we come together today to celebrate the blessing of children. Help us
to love and cherish our children, just as you have taught us. Like our children,
may we always find joy in the simple things and our hearts be open to receive
the kingdom of God.

Opening Hymn

Jesus wants me for a sunbeam,
To shine for Him each day

In every way try to please Him,
At home, at school, at play.

A sunbeam, a sunbeam,

Jesus wants me for a sunbeam
A sunbeam, a sunbeam,

I'll be a sunbeam for Him.

Jesus wants me to be loving,

And kind to all | see

Showing how pleasant and happy
His little one can be.

| will ask Jesus to help me,
To keep my heart from sin
Ever reflecting His goodness,
And always shine for Him.

Words: Nellie Talbot
Music: Edwin O. Excell, 1851-1921

Kauma
P. tGlory be to the Father our Creator, to the Son our Redeemer and to the Holy
Spirit who sanctifies us.

C. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.

P. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of



your glory, Hosanna in the highest.
C. Blessed is He that has come and is to come again in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

P. Holy art thou, O God.

C. Holy art thou, Almighty Lord.

P. Holy art thou, Immortal Lord.

C. O Lord, the Messiah who was crucified for us t have mercy on us.

(To be repeated thrice)

P. O Lord, have mercy on us.

. O Lord, have mercy on us and bless us.

. O Lord, accept our prayers and worship and have mercy on us.
. Glory be to you, O God.

. Glory be to you, O Creator.
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. Glory be to you, O King the Messiah; who has mercy on us sinners.

Bless us, O Lord.

(Let us sing together the prayer that Jesus taught us.)

All: Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is done in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, Forever. Amen.

Lesson 1: Mic 6:1-8
Lesson 2: 2Cor 4:7-15



Meditation — Three things children teach us about faith

When is the last time you learned something from a child?

Kids have a unique perspective to offer, but not many people listen. Usually, the
adults have something to teach the children (and we do!). But we can learn
something from kids, too.

Jesus wants us to have a child-like faith, but not a childish faith. Here are three
things children can teach us about growing in our relationships with Jesus:

1. Children trust completely.

Children embrace people and opportunities without reservation. Perhaps it is
because they haven’t experienced hurt or broken relationships to the extent
adults have. Be nice to a child, and he or she will most likely accept you as a
trustworthy friend.

Or, when an opportunity arises, children will offer solutions without fear of being
criticized, even if the solution seems impossible to our adult minds. In John 6:1-
14, a boy gave up his lunch to strangers because they asked. As a result, he
witnessed a miracle and helped feed thousands of people he didn't even know
(John 6:1-14).

Yes, we should be wary of people’s intentions. But Jesus tells us to love like
children, assuming the best rather than the worst (1 Corinthians 13:7).

2. Children believe without boundaries.

Kids have no problem believing the world is big, amazing and full of potential.
It's only when people grow into adolescence and adulthood that they become
numb to the world around them and fail to see it with the awe they once had.
The world becomes familiar and ordinary, losing the sense of excitement it once
had. Children believe what they are told, and they aren’t worried about
appearing crazy to others. Jesus commends children for their willingness to
accept the things of God, even if they don’t understand everything (Luke 18:16-
17). Complete understanding isn’t a requirement to follow Jesus: simple faith is.

3. Children are curious, not afraid.

Kids ask questions about everything. They aren't afraid of the answers or of
looking dumb. Adults tend to grow content with quick and easy answers so we
don’t have to keep digging. The full truth about something can be intimidating,
so it’s easier to avoid. But children keep asking, “why?” until they can
understand the answer in their own way.

Stay hungry for truth like kids do. God loves when people pursue Him with a
passion for the truth (Matthew 7:7-8).

https://newspring.cc/articles/3-things-children-teach-us-about-faith

Hymn

All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful:
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The Lord God made them all

Each little flower that opens,
Each little bird that sings,

He made their glowing colours,
He made their tiny wings.

The cold wind in the winter,
The pleasant summer sun,
The ripe fruits in the garden,
He made them every one.

He gave us eyes to see them,
And lips that we might tell
How great is God Almighty,

Who has made all things well.
Words: Cecil F. Alexander

L: When you thought I wasn’t looking
I saw you hang my first painting on the refrigerator,
and I immediately wanted to paint another one.

I saw you feed a stray cat,
and I learned that it was good to be kind to animals.

I saw you make my favourite cake for me
and I learned that little things can be the special things in life.

I heard you say a prayer,
and I knew there is a God I could always talk to and I learned to trust in God.

I saw you make a meal and take it to a friend who was sick,
and I learned that we all have to help take care of each other.

I saw you give of your time and money to help people who had nothing
and I learned that those who have something should give to those who don't.

I felt you kiss me good night
and I felt loved and safe.

I saw you take care of our house and everyone in it
and I learned we have to take care of what we are given.

I saw how you handled your responsibilities, even when you didn't feel good
and I learned that I would have to be responsible when I grow up.

I saw tears come from your eyes
and I learned that sometimes things hurt, but it’s all right to cry.



I saw that you cared
and I wanted to be everything that I could be.

I learned most of life's lessons that I need to know to be good and productive person
when I grow up.

I looked at you and wanted to say,
"Thanks for all the things I saw when you thought I wasn't looking

https://truthbook.com

L: Expect an Answer

As a drought continued for what seemed an eternity, a small community of
farmers were in a quandary as to what to do. Rain was important to keep their
crops healthy and sustain the way of life of the townspeople.

As the problem became more acute, a local pastor called a prayer meeting to
ask for rain.

Many people arrived. The pastor greeted most of them as they filed in. As he
walked to the front of the church to officially begin the meeting he noticed most
people were chatting across the aisles and socializing with friends. When he
reached the front his thoughts were on quietening the attendees and starting the
meeting.

His eyes scanned the crowd as he asked for quiet. He noticed an eleven year-old
girl sitting quietly in the front row. Her face was beaming with excitement. Next
to her, poised and ready for use, was a bright red umbrella. The little girl's
beauty and innocence made the pastor smile as he realized how much faith she
possessed. No one else in the congregation had brought an umbrella.

All came to pray for rain, but the little girl had come expecting God to answer.

Psalm 139
1You have searched me, LORD,
and you know me.
2You know when I sit and when I rise;
you perceive my thoughts from afar.
3You discern my going out and my lying down;
you are familiar with all my ways.
“Before a word is on my tongue
you, LORD, know it completely.
>You hem me in behind and before,
and you lay your hand upon me.
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,
too lofty for me to attain.
”Where can I go from your Spirit?
Where can I flee from your presence?
81f I go up to the heavens, you are there;
if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.
9If I rise on the wings of the dawn,



if I settle on the far side of the sea,
10 even there your hand will guide me,
your right hand will hold me fast.
111f I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me
and the light become night around me,”
12 even the darkness will not be dark to you;
the night will shine like the day,
for darkness is as light to you.
13 For you created my inmost being;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
141 praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
your works are wonderful,I know that full well.

Thanksgiving

Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson
Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy

Dear God, we ask for your wisdom and direction over our children, that you
would give them understanding.. We pray that they find security and confidence
fully in you, knowing that you are trustworthy and true. We ask for your peace
to cover them, and for laughter and joy to fill their day. We pray that you would
give them boldness and courage to face the challenges set before them, with the
confidence and calmness that can only come from your Holy Spirit. We pray that
you would direct their steps, that your plans for them would prosper, and that
every place you have determined for them to walk would be paved clear. Allow
every gift and treasure you have placed inside their lives to grow, develop and
flourish, to bring glory to you alone.

Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson
Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy

Intercessory Prayers - In the style of the Five Finger Prayer

L: Dear lord, just like the thumb is closest to me, I pray for all those who are
close to my heart. I pray for my family and friends, who help me grow and learn.
Please be with my relatives and friends who are far away, please keep them
safe, healthy and strong. I pray that we might be able to visit them soon. Thank
you for the difference my family and friends make in my life. I pray that you
fulfil all their desires and give them happiness and joy. Help me to love them,
just as you love me. Amen.

C: To be sung

This little light of mine
I'm gonna let it shine
This little light of mine
I'm gonna let it shine



This little light of mine
I'm gonna let it shine
Let it shine, let it shine,
Let it shine!

L: Heavenly father, like my pointer finger points the way, I pray for all those
who point the way in my life. Thank you for my parents, teachers and achens,
who teach me right from wrong. Thank you for the guidance and patience with
which they train me. Be with their efforts, and may their lives be blessed by you.
Help me to understand and respect these teachings, never forgetting their
importance. Thank you for the blessing of education, I pray that I may absorb
these teachings and grow in a manner that is pleasing to you.

C: To be sung
Everywhere I go,

I'm going to let it shine,
Everywhere I go,

I'm going to let it shine
Everywhere I go,

I'm going to let it shine,
Let it shine, Let it shine,
Let it shine!

L: Like the middle finger, the tallest of the lot, I pray for the people who are in
places of power. Please be with the leaders of each country as they work to get
rid of this disease and improve their people’s health. I pray that they be filled
with wisdom to do what is right.

Please be with our Church Leaders. Thank you for their mission and sacrifice in
spreading your word. Give them determination and perseverance and be with
their efforts as they lead our community.

I ask in prayer that people in all places of power use their position to make the
lives of others better.

C: To be sung

Hide it under the bush? Oh no!
I'm going to let it shine!

Hide it under the bush? Oh no!
I'm going to let it shine!

Hide it under the bush? Oh no!
I'm going to let it shine!

Let it shine, let it shine,

Let it shine!

L: I pray for those who are weak, like the ring finger. In times like these, please
be with those who have been affected by the virus. Give them the strength to
overcome their sickness and find healing from you. I ask you to be with those
who cannot afford medicines and healthcare, let them know that you are their
God and Saviour. Please be with those who are tired, physically, mentally and
emotionally. Help them to draw energy from your word and love, and to never
lose hope in your mighty power. I ask that your healing sweep over the world,
so that we may all be healthy and renewed.

C: To be sung



All around the neighbourhood,
I'm going to let it shine

All around the neighbourhood,
I'm going to let it shine

All around the neighbourhood,
I'm going to let it shine,

Let it shine, Let it shine,

Let it shine!

L: Dear God, like my littlest finger, 1 bring myself to you. Help me to grow as a
child of yours, pleasing in your sight. May my thoughts and actions be a
reflection of your love in my life. I ask you to be with me in my work and play.
Let me be a sunbeam for you, wherever I may be. Please help me in my school
and home, to be kind and compassionate towards everyone I come across. Help
me to dream of big things and work hard to make them come true. Help me to
be of service to many people. Thank you for loving me so specially. Help me to
always lead life with faith, hope and love in my heart.

In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen

C: To be sung

This little light of mine

I'm gonna let it shine

This little light of mine

I'm gonna let it shine

This little light of mine

I'm gonna let it shine

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine

Gospel Reading

P: tPeace be with you all.

C: May the Lord make us all worthy to listen to His Word.

P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, which proclaims life and salvation to
the world as recorded by Luke 10:1-9

C: Blessed is He that has come and will come again. Praise to the Father who
sent him for our Salvation. May His blessings be ever upon us.

P: In the days of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, the Word of life, God
incarnate of the blessed Virgin Mary, it happened in this way.

C: So we believe and affirm.

(After reading the Gospel, the priest says,”t Peace be with you all”’)

C: We thank you, Lord, that you have given us your gospel which is indeed the
light of the world, that we may be drawn closer to you through the living words
from your gospel which we have now heard.

The Nicene Creed

We believe in the one true God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of
the Father before all world; Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made,



who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man. He was
crucifiedt also for us in the days of Pontius Pilate; suffered and died and was
buried. The third day He rose again, by His Father’s holy will, ascended into
heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. He will come again, with glory,
to judge both the living and the dead and of His kingdom there will be no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the
Father; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;
who spoke by the prophets and the apostles. We believe in one Holy Catholic
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins;
and look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the new life of the world to
come. Amen.

Birthday, Wedding Anniversary and Thanksgiving
He’s got the whole world in his hands.

He’s got the whole wide world in his hands.

He’s got the whole world in his hands.

He’s got the whole world in his hands.

He’s got the wind and the rain in his hands.
He’s got the wind and the rain in his hands.
He’s got the wind and the rain in his hands.
He’s got the whole world in his hands.

He’s got the children of the world in his hands
He’s got the children of the world in his hands
He’s got the children of the world in his hands
He’s got the whole world in his hands

He’s got everybody in his hands.
He’s got everybody in his hands.
He’s got everybody in his hands.

He’s got the whole world in his hands.
Robert Lindon, William Henry

Offertory

Give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning
Give me oil in my lamp, | pray

Give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning
Keep me burning till the break of day

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna
Sing hosanna to the King of Kings
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna
Sing hosanna to the King of Kings

Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising
Give me joy in my heart, | pray



Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising
Keep me praising till the break of day

Give me peace in my heart, keep me loving
Give me peace in my heart, | pray

Give me peace in my heart, keep me loving
Keep me loving till the break of day

Give me love in my heart, keep me serving
Give me love in my heart, | pray

Give me love in my heart, keep me serving
Keep me serving till the break of day.

MESSAGE

P: Closing Prayer and Benediction

Loving God, You are the giver of all we possess,

the source of all of our blessings. We thank and praise you for this.

Thank you for the great gift of our children.

Help us to set boundaries for them, yet encourage them to explore.

Give us the strength and courage to treat each day as a fresh start.

May our children come to know you, the one true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
you have sent. May your Holy Spirit help them to grow in faith, hope, and love,
so they may know peace, truth, and goodness.

May their ears hear your voice.

May their eyes see your presence in all things.

May their lips proclaim your word.

May their hearts be your dwelling place.

May their hands do works of charity.

May their feet walk in the way of Jesus Christ,

may the presence of the Holy Spirit be always with them and the blessing of the
Father lead them in His ways. Amen.

Closing Hymn

Jesus loves the little children

All the children of the world

Red, brown, yellow, black and white
They are precious in His sight

Jesus loves the little children

Of the world

Jesus died for all the children
All the children of the world
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Red, brown, yellow, black and white
They are precious in His sight

Jesus died for all the children

Of the world.

Jesus rose for all the children

All the children of the world

Red, brown, yellow, black and white
They are precious in His sight

Jesus rose for all the children

Of the world

L: A big thanks to our children for putting together this wonderful service and
bringing back lovely memories of our Sunday School days.

May we trust like children, may childlike curiosity fill our days and our belief be
reinforced with childlike faith. Wishing you a wonderful week of happiness and
joy and may the child in you continue to sparkle. Amen
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