
CHRIST WAS LOVE 

 
P: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on 

his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and 

peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his 

kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that 

time on and forever. Isaiah 9:6-7 

This Christmas, may we celebrate the hope and joy that was born into the world 

that winter night.  

 

 

Opening Hymn 

Joy to the world! the Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 

Joy to the world! the Saviour reigns; 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as, the curse is found. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

Isaac Watts,1674 – 1748 

 

Kauma 

P. †Glory be to the Father our Creator, to the Son our Redeemer and to the Holy 



Spirit who sanctifies us. 

C. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.     

Amen. 

P. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 

your glory, Hosanna in the highest. 

C. Blessed is He that has come and is to come again in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

P. Holy art thou, O God. 

C. Holy art thou, Almighty Lord. 

P. Holy art thou, Immortal Lord. 

C. O Lord, the Messiah who was crucified for us † have mercy on us. 

(To be repeated thrice) 

 

P. O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C. O Lord, have mercy on us and bless us. 

P. O Lord, accept our prayers and worship and have mercy on us. 

C. Glory be to you, O God. 

P. Glory be to you, O Creator. 

C. Glory be to you, O King the Messiah; who has mercy on us sinners. 

Bless us, O Lord. 

 

(Let us sing together the prayer that Jesus taught us.) 

 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is done in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, Forever. Amen. 

 



 

Lesson 1: Micah 5:1-9 

Lesson 2: Colossians 1:13-20 

 

Meditation –Christ Was Love 

Each December, I vowed to make Christmas a calm and peaceful experience. I 
had cut back on nonessential obligations, extensive card writing, endless baking, 

decorating, and even overspending. 

Yet still, I found myself exhausted, unable to appreciate the precious family 
moments, and of course, the true meaning of Christmas. My son, Nicholas, was 
in kindergarten that year. It was an exciting season for a six year old. For 

weeks, he'd been memorizing songs for his school's "Winter Pageant." I didn't 
have the heart to tell him I'd be working the night of the production. Unwilling to 

miss his shining moment, I spoke with his teacher. She assured me there'd be a 
dress rehearsal the morning of the presentation. All parents unable to attend 

that evening were welcome to come then. Fortunately, Nicholas seemed happy 
with the compromise. 

So, the morning of the dress rehearsal, I filed in ten minutes early, found a spot 
on the cafeteria floor and sat down. Around the room, I saw several other 

parents quietly scampering to their seats. As I waited, the students were led into 
the room. 

Each class, accompanied by their teacher, sat cross-legged on the floor. Then, 
each group, one by one, rose to perform their song. 

I didn't expect anything other than fun, commercial entertainment, songs of 

reindeer, Santa Claus, snowflakes and good cheer. So, when my son's class rose 
to sing, "Christmas Love," I was slightly taken aback by its bold title. 

Nicholas was aglow, as were all of his classmates, adorned in fuzzy mittens, red 
sweaters, and bright snow caps upon their heads. Those in the front row – 

centre stage - held up large letters, one by one, to spell out the title of the song. 

As the class would sing "C is for Christmas," a child would hold up the letter C. 
Then, "H is for Happy," and on and on, until each child holding up his portion 

had presented the complete message, "Christmas Love." 

The performance was going smoothly, until suddenly, we noticed her; a small, 

quiet, girl in the front row holding the letter "M" upside down - totally unaware 
her letter "M" appeared as a "W". The audience of 1st through 6th graders 

snickered at this little one's mistake. But she had no idea they were laughing at 
her, so she stood tall, proudly holding her "W". 

Although many teachers tried to shush the children, the laughter continued until 
the last letter was raised, and we all saw it together. A hush came over the 

audience and eyes began to widen. In that instant, we understood the reason we 
were there, why we celebrated the holiday in the first place, why even in the 

chaos, there was a purpose for our festivities. 



For when the last letter was held high, the message read loud and clear: 
"CHRISTWAS LOVE"  

And, I believe, He still is! 

CHRIST IS LOVE! 

https://truthbook.com/stories/christmas/is-there-a-w-in-christmas 

 

Hymn 

Away in a manger 

No crib for His bed 

The little Lord Jesus 

Lay down His sweet head 

The stars in the sky 

Look down where He lay 

The little Lord Jesus 

Asleep on the hay 

Be near me, Lord Jesus 

I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me forever 

And love me, I pray 

Bless all the dear children 

In Thy tender care 

And take us to Heaven 

To live with Thee there 
William J. Kirkpatrick, James Ramsey Murray  

 

L: The Christmas Truce 

It was 24th December 1914, right in the middle of the First World War. 

All was jarringly quiet on the Western Front when a British sentry 
suddenly spied a glistening light on the German parapet, less than 100 
yards away. Warned that it might be a trap, one soldier slowly raised his 

head over soaked sandbags protecting his position and through the maze 
of barbed wire saw a sparkling Christmas tree. As the lieutenant gazed 

down the line of the German trenches, a whole string of small conifers 
glimmered like beads on a necklace. 
Then rose a faint sound that had never been heard before on the 

battlefield—a Christmas carol. The German words to “Stille Nacht” were 
not familiar, but the tune—“Silent Night”—certainly was. When the 

German soldiers finished singing, their foes broke out in cheers. Used to 
returning fire, the British now replied in song with the English version of 
the carol. 

https://truthbook.com/stories/christmas/is-there-a-w-in-christmas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_J._Kirkpatrick
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Ramsey_Murray


When dawn broke on Christmas morning, something even more 
remarkable happened. In sporadic pockets along the 500-mile Western 

Front, unarmed German and Allied soldiers tentatively emerged from the 
trenches and cautiously crossed no-man’s-land—the killing fields 

between the trenches littered with frozen corpses, eviscerated trees and 
deep craters—to wish each other a Merry Christmas. Political leaders had 
ignored the call of Pope Benedict XV to cease fighting around Christmas, 

but soldiers in the trenches decided to stage their own unofficial, 
spontaneous armistices anyway.  

Christmas of 1914 would go down in history to become one of the most iconic 
events in wartime history. In a time of distress, these iconic incidents aroused a 
feeling of home, a feeling of safety among the soldiers. It celebrated what makes 

our spirit and being essentially human. It was a Christmas Truce, in its truest and 
rawest form.  
https://www.history.com/news/world-war-is-christmas-truce 

 

A video of this story will be played 

 
 

L: A Changed Prayer 

I said a Christmas Prayer for you, 

Because the season’s near 
But it was a changed one,  
For everything is different this year 

 
I prayed for hearts of kindness  

For your friends and family 
That they may still be joyous 
However far they may be 

 
I asked for carols to inspire you 

With their old familiar sound 
In your thoughts, may you be fulfilled  
In song, may new meaning be found 

 
I prayed that you find contentment 

In these difficult times of change 
Renewed strength and vigour 
From Christ, may you obtain 

 
I asked for quiet moments 

A new joy on Christmas morn, 
For a special time to celebrate 
The saviour who was born 

 
I prayed for peace and love and hope, 

For the Knowledge you are never alone, 
I asked God for a Changed Christmas, 
Unlike one you have ever known 
Adapted from Nancy Brummett’s A Christmas Prayer 

https://www.history.com/news/world-war-is-christmas-truce


 

 

Prayer of Confession 

 
Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson 

Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy 
 

Lord of Christmas Peace, we have done you wrong. 

We have tarnished the gift of love you gave freely. We have forgotten to share 
that love. We have buried you so deeply in our hearts, the world doesn't see 

you. We have not followed our Christ, we have ignored His teachings, we have 
built fences and fortresses to push people away, and we have silenced the 

screams of those in need. Forgive us, we pray. Free us from our sin and doubt, 
help us to reach out to our neighbour. Change us to a live a life in year – long 
Christmas joy. Amen. 

Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson 
Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy 

 
 

Intercessory Prayers 

L:  …For that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  And she will bring 
forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from 
their sins.” So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 

the Lord through the prophet, saying: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and 
bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God 

with us. Matthew 1:20-23 

Lord Jesus, we come together to praise and worship you for coming into this 

world, all those years ago. We ask that the true reason for Christmas always be 
etched onto our hearts. Help us to spread love, hope and peace to all those we 

come across. This Christmas, may we not forget that you are always with us.  

C: To be sung 

O come, O come, Emmanuel 

And ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear 

 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
 

 
L: And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 
their flocks at night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 

people.  Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is the 



Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 

cloths and lying in a manger.” Luke 2:8-12                                                                                                             

 
Dear God, help us reflect on the joy that resonated the day you came into this 
earth. Though this year’s Christmas may be different from previous years’, help 

us to use it as an opportunity to find within you a new sense of contentment and 
peace. Let our souls be grateful, acknowledging the many blessings we have 

been given. May we be filled with a sense of hope and look forward to a new 
year of gladness and rejoicing. 

C: To be sung 

Angels we have heard on high 

Sweetly singing o'er the plains 

And the mountains in reply 

Echoing their joyous strains 

 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo 

 

L: Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the 
king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He 
who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and 

have come to worship Him’’. And when they had come into the house, they saw 
the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And 

when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, 

frankincense and myrrh Matthew 2: 1-2, 11 
 

We pray that we may be kind to those in need during these trying times. Help us 

to go beyond exchanging materialistic gifts, and invest time and patience for 
those who need it. We pray for those separated from their families, give them 
hope. We pray for those who are sick, give them healing. We pray for those who 

are broken hearted, give them happiness. We pray for all those adversely 
affected by the current situation, in every way, and ask that your guiding hand 

be over them, guarding and protecting all that they do.  
 
C: To be sung 

We three kings of Orient are 

Bearing gifts we traverse afar 

Field and fountain, moor and mountain 

Following yonder star 

Oh, star of wonder, star of night 

Star with royal beauty bright 

Westward leading, still proceeding 

Guide us to thy perfect light 

 

L:  He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God 

will give Him the throne of His father David.  And He will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end. Luke 1:32                                                                                                                                                   

King of Kings, Lord of Lords, may we always know you as our Saviour. Let us 

join with the world and sing praises to you, hearts soaring and rejoicing. Help us 
to look at your birth as a time of renewal and rejuvenation, a promise restored. 



We ask for strength and guidance to do what is pleasing in your sight. Let 
gratitude precede our every step. We pray that we may wrap ourselves in the 

blanket of hope and grace Christmas provides. May we never lose sight of your 
goodness and mercy, for all the days of our life. Amen. 

C: To be sung 

Hark the herald angels sing 

"Glory to the newborn King! 

Peace on earth and mercy mild 

God and sinners reconciled" 

Joyful, all ye nations rise 

Join the triumph of the skies 

With the angelic host proclaim: 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem" 

Hark! The herald angels sing 

"Glory to the newborn King!" 

 

Gospel Reading 

P: †Peace be with you all. 

C: May the Lord make us all worthy to listen to His Word. 

P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, which proclaims life and salvation to 

the world as recorded by Luke 2:1-14 

C: Blessed is He that has come and will come again. Praise to the Father who 

sent him for our Salvation. May His blessings be ever upon us. 

P: In the days of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, the Word of life, God 

incarnate of the blessed Virgin Mary, it happened in this way. 

C: So we believe and affirm. 

(After reading the Gospel, the priest says,”† Peace be with you all’’) 

 

C: We thank you, Lord, that you have given us your gospel which is indeed the 

light of the world, that we may be drawn closer to you through the living words 

from your gospel which we have now heard. 

 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in the one true God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of 

the Father before all world; Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made, 

who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man. He was 

crucified† also for us in the days of Pontius Pilate; suffered and died and was 

buried. The third day He rose again, by His Father’s holy will, ascended into 

heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. He will come again, with glory, 

to judge both the living and the dead and of His kingdom there will be no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the 

Father; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; 

who spoke by the prophets and the apostles. We believe in one Holy Catholic 

and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; 

and look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the new life of the world to 



come. Amen. 

 

 

Birthday, Wedding Anniversary and Thanksgiving 

"The first Noel", the angels did say 

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay 

In fields where they lay a keeping their sheep 

On a cold winter's night that was so deep 

 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King of Israel 

 

They looked up and saw a star 

Shining in the East, beyond them far 

And to the earth, it gave great light 

And so it continued both day and night  

 

Then let us all with one accord 

Sing praises to our heavenly Lord 

That hath made heaven and earth of nought 

And with his blood mankind has bought 
William Sandys, Davies Gilbert 

 

Offertory 
Oh, come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant! 
Oh, come ye, oh come ye to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold him, 
Born the King of angels; 
 
Oh, come, let us adore him; 
Oh, come, let us adore him; 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Christ, the Lord. 

 
Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation; 
 Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above! 
Glory to God, 
Glory in the highest; 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
Born this happy morning;  
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n. 



Son of the Father, 
Now in flesh appearing 

 Paul Bateman 

 

MESSAGE 

 

P: Benediction 
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

though you are small among the clans of Judah, 
out of you will come for me 
one who will be ruler over Israel, 

whose origins are from of old, 
from ancient times.” 

Therefore Israel will be abandoned 
until the time when she who is in labour bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return 

to join the Israelites. 
He will stand and shepherd his flock 

in the strength of the Lord, 
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. Mic 5:2-4 

 
Therefore, go out into the world with great joy 

And May the grace of Bethlehem’s matchless Child, 
the love of God who never ceases to amaze, 
and the fellowship of the Spirit who never wearies, 

be with you through this season and for evermore. Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn 
Silent night, holy night 
All is calm, all is bright 
'Round yon virgin Mother and Child 
Holy infant so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
 
Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight! 
Glories stream from heaven afar; 
Heavenly hosts sing Al-le-lu-ia! 
Christ the Saviour is born! 
Christ the Saviour is born! 

Silent night, holy night 
Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace 



Jesus, Lord at Thy birth 
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth 
Joseph Mohr 
 
P: Dear Lord, Thank You for love, for healing and the birth of hope.  

This Christmas, more than ever, let us remember that Christ Was Love, and 
Christ Still Is Love.  

May we shine like the star on Christmas morn 
May we sing with the angels, in a world gone wrong 
May we share our faith through actions to all around 

The message of love and hope from above.  
 

May God bless us all  

 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBF_enIN915IN915&sxsrf=ALeKk03xxSiSKFnjhj12pcA8PZj_2KcbTA:1606248957739&q=Joseph+Mohr&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLUz9U3MLEorMx7xGjCLfDyxz1hKe1Ja05eY1Tl4grOyC93zSvJLKkUEudig7J4pbi5ELp4FrFye-UXpxZkKPjmZxQBAKLZQvBSAAAA


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


