
 
 
 

Amazing Grace 
Sevika Sangham Day- Remembering and Celebrating Women 

 

Invocation 
Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me 
Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me 
Melt me, mold me, fill me and use me 
Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me 

 
 
Opening Prayer 

Come, let us celebrate the unique gifts God has given us. Let us together, women and men, young 
and old, give thanks for the call of Christ to follow him into a broken world and lead the church into 
making all things new. 

Let us sing praises to our Abba Father and worship Him with great joy, gratitude and expectation.  He 
works through us and has given us the Holy Spirit to help us. We can claim the gifts of the Spirit, 
which has been given to us, to equip us for service and leadership—gifts of peacemaking, compassion, 
perseverance, unity and love—and use them for the good of all of God's children. 

 

 
Opening Hymn 

Day by day, and with each passing moment, 
Strength I find to meet my trials here; 
Trusting in my Father’s wise bestowment, 

I’ve no cause for worry or for fear. 
He, whose heart is kind beyond all measure, 
Gives unto each day what He deems best, 
Lovingly its part of pain and pleasure, 
Mingling toil with peace and rest. 
 

Every day the Lord Himself is near me, 
With a special mercy for each hour; 
All my cares He fain would bear and cheer me, 



He whose name is Counsellor and Pow’r. 

The protection of His child and treasure 
Is a charge that on Himself He laid; 
“As your days, thy strength shall be in measure,” 

This the pledge to me He made. 
 
Help me then, in every tribulation, 
So to trust Your promises, O Lord, 
That I lose not faith’s sweet consolation, 
Offered me within Thy holy Word. 
Help me, Lord, when toil and trouble meeting, 

E’er to take, as from a mother’s hand, 
One by one, the days, the moments fleeting, 
Till with Christ the Lord I stand. 
 
Lyrics:Lina Sandell; Translated by A. L. Skoog 

Music:Oscar Ahnfeldt 

 

 
 
Kauma 
 

P. Praise be to the Father, to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C. As it was in the beginning, is now and forever shall be. Amen. 
P. Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory, Praise in 
the highest. 
C. Blessed is He who has come and is to come again in the name of the Lord. Praise in the highest.  
 

  
 

P. Holy art Thou, O God. 
C. Holy art Thou, Almighty Lord. 
P. Holy art Thou, Immortal Lord. 
C. O Lord, the Messiah who was crucified for us † have mercy on us. (To be said three times) 
  

 
P. Our Lord, have mercy on us. 
C. Our Lord, be gracious and  have mercy on us. 
 
  
P. Our Lord, accept our prayers and worship, and have mercy on us. 
C. Praise  be to Thee, O God. 

 
 
P. Praise be to Thee, O Creator. 
C. Praise be to Thee, O King the Messiah; who is gracious to us sinful servants. Bless us, O Lord. 

 
  (Let us sing together the prayer that Jesus taught us) 

All:   Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name,  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is done in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, Forever.  Amen.  

 

 
(Cong. to be seated) 



 

 
Lesson 1- Judges 4:4-16  
Lesson 2-Philippians 4:1-7 

 

Meditation  
 

Amazing Grace- Sindhutai Sapkal 
Born into a very poor family she was married off at 9 to a 30-year-old. She had 3 sons by the time 
she was 19 and was pregnant with her 4th child. She fought against the exploitation of local women, 
by the forests department and landlords. She was badly beaten and left to die by her husband who 
supported the landlords. In that semi-conscious state, she gave birth to a baby girl Mamta in a cow 
shelter outside their house.   

With no hope left, she walked several kilometres away to her mother's place. Her mother refused to 
shelter her. Sindhutai set aside the thought of suicide and took to begging on the streets and railway 
platforms to survive. Because she feared being picked up by men at night, she often spent the night 
at cemeteries. Such was her condition that people called her a ghost since she was seen at night in 
the cemeteries. 
 
Begging on railway platforms for food, she realised that there were so many children abandoned by 

their parents and she adopted them as her own and started begging even more vigorously to feed 
them. She decided to become a mother to anyone and everyone who came across to her as an orphan 
and set up an orphanage through small contributions. She later donated her biological child to the 
trust Shrimant Dagdu Sheth Halwai, Pune, only to eliminate the feeling of partiality between her 
daughter and the adopted ones.  
She has devoted her entire life to orphans. As a result, she is fondly called 'Mai'(mother). She has 
nurtured over a thousand orphaned children. She still continues to fight for the next meal. Many of the 

children whom she adopted are well-educated lawyers and doctors, and some, including her biological 
daughter, are running their own independent orphanages. Sindhutai also fought for the rehabilitation 
of the eighty-four villages. 
At the age of 80, her husband came back to her apologetically. She accepted him as her child stating 
she is only a mother now! If you visit her ashram, she proudly and very affectionately introduces him 
as her oldest child. Now that’s amazing grace!  

 
 

L: “Son”  
My lips move. “Mother.” Though no sound comes.  
She leaves the hill, the three crosses. 
I follow. To her empty house. 
She does not weep or wail as I had feared. 

She does the little, homely things, prepares a meal, then 
O God, Washes my feet. 
“An angel came,” she said, 
“to tell me of his birth. And I obeyed. 
No angel’s come to tell me of his death.”… 
 
I said at last, “You do not mourn.” 



She looked down at me gravely. 

“No, my son. My second given son. 
I obeyed then. Shall I do less today? 
 

by Madeleine L'Engle 
 
 
 

Hymn 

Mary did you know that your baby boy would one day walk on water? 

Mary did you know that your baby boy would save our sons and daughters? 

Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new? 

This child that you've delivered, will soon deliver you 

Mary did you know that your baby boy will give sight to a blind man? 
Mary did you know that your baby boy will calm a storm with his hand? 

Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod? 
When you kiss your little baby, you kiss the face of God 
 
The blind will see, the deaf will hear, the dead will live again 
The lame will leap, the dumb will speak, the praises of the lamb 
 
Mary did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation? 

Mary did you know that your baby boy would one day rule the nations? 
Did you know that your baby boy is heaven's perfect lamb? 
That sleeping child you're holding is the great I am 
 
 
L: Mary Speaks: 
O you who bear the pain of the whole earth, 

                I bore you. 
O you whose tears give human tears their worth, 
                I laughed with you. 
You, who, when your hem is touched, give power, 
                I nourished you. 
Who turn the day to night in this dark hour, 

                light comes from you. 
O you who hold the world in your embrace, 
                I carried you. 
Whose arms encircle the world with your grace, 
                I once held you. 
O you who laughed and ate and walked the shore, 
                I played with you. 

And I, who with all others, you died for, 
                now I hold you. 

 
May I be faithful to this final test: 
in this last time I hold my child, my son, 
his body close enfolded to my breast, 
the holder held: the bearer borne. 

Mourning to joy: darkness to morn. 
Open, my arms: your work is done. 
 
The Ordering of Love, by Madeleine L'Engle 
http://www.parkwayucc.com/poems2.html 
 

 



(Cong to stand)  

 
Thanksgiving - Women of change 
L: God, we remember the women, named and unnamed, who throughout time have used the gifts you 

gave them to change the world. We call upon these foremothers to help us discover within ourselves 
your power and the way to use it to bring about more peace and love. 
 
We remember Esther and Deborah, whose acts of courage saved their nation. 
C: We thank you for them. 
 
L:We remember Mary Magdalene and the other women who followed Jesus. 

We remember Phoebe, Priscilla and the other women leaders of the early church. 
C: We thank you for them. 
 
L: We remember Rosa Parks, Sarojini Naidu, Sucheta Kriplani, Pandita Ramabai, Amrita Devi and the 
women of the Chipko movement and many others who worked for women and  justice. 

We remember Mother Teresa and Florence Nightingale, Ida Scudder, Amy Carmichael,  

Dr. Sosamma Philip, Sister Aleyamma Varghese and Sister Chechamma of Sihora Ashram  
Dr. Miss. Annamma Mathew – Ankola Ashram 
Leyamma Mundakapadam- Agathimandiram Poor Home, 
and the many who cared for the poor and the sick. 
C: We thank you for them.  
 
L: We remember our own mothers and grandmothers, whose lives shaped our 

own. 
C: We thank you for them. 
 
We remember and celebrate the power of women, past and present. As we follow in the footsteps of 
these holy witnesses of all ages, grant us strength and courage for the work that lies before us which 
we do for the extension of your Kingdom. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Confession 
Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson  

Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy 

 
P: Loving and merciful God, you created each of us in your own image to live in communal harmony. 
Every gift we have is from you and it is only because of your unending love for us. 
 
  
 
C: You equipped us, women and men alike, to be instruments in your ministry. Yet, we often tarnish 

your image, waste away our talents, refuse to accept your call to service and fail to live at peace with 
our neighbours. Fill us with your Spirit and strengthen us to continue our journey and complete the 
task of shaping the Christian community as one people of God.  Enable us to speak out for the 
voiceless women and girls who are being used and abused.  We trust that all things are possible 
through you and with you. In the name of Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson  

Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy 

 
 

http://www.ncccusa.org/news/wim030106pcusa.html 
 
 
Intercessory Prayers 
 
 L: As Christians, we know God is our Creator and his creations are all unique. He calls on us to help 
the marginalized. In communities where people aren’t shown the same level of respect and have their 



dignity taken away from them, many organizations work to help overcome discriminatory beliefs and 

to end harmful practices like prenatal sex selection and gender-based violence. Together, let’s pray 
that every person realizes that all are made in the image of God. 
 

 God sees His daughters as beautiful, strong and worthy of respect. Around the world, however, many 
millions of women and girls are not respected. Nearly two-thirds of the world’s 775 million illiterate 
adults, are women. Rural women number almost 500 million farmers and landless workers, and 603 
million women live in countries where domestic violence is not yet considered a crime. Let us pray for 
these women and girls. 
  
L: Let us pray for efforts to prevent child marriage. 

 
In countries like Bangladesh, 1 in 3 girls is married before the age of 15, often due to financial 
hardship or social pressure. Forced child marriage is prevalent throughout Africa, Asia,  Middle East 
and many parts of India. 
 

C: Jesus, show Your compassion to the multitudes of girls and women who endure the damaging 

physical and relational effects of child marriage. Holy Spirit, we ask for your intervention to change 
the hearts of those who consider giving up their daughters for social status or financial gain. 
 
O Lord, hear my prayer, 
O Lord hear my prayer; 
when I call answer me. 
O Lord hear my prayer, 

O Lord hear my prayer; 
come and listen to me. 
 
L: Pray for economic opportunities for women and girls living in poverty. 
 
Girls everywhere are vulnerable to exploitation when their families are extremely poor. But as women 
start earning, they are able to positively influence family decisions- important issues such as children’s 

education, provision for food and shelter and healthcare. 
 
 C: Heavenly Father, You are good and just. You delight in us when we honor You in our work. Bring 
opportunities for employment or business that fulfills parents’ desire to make life better for their 
children. Thank You for organizations that support women. Bless these ventures so their families can 
live healthier, more secure lives. 

 
O Lord, hear my prayer, 
O Lord hear my prayer; 
when I call answer me. 
O Lord hear my prayer, 
O Lord hear my prayer; 
come and listen to me. 

 
 
L:  Let us pray for girls and women affected by female genital mutilation. 

 
Over 200 million girls and women in Somalia and over 30 countries live with the adverse effects of 
female genital mutilation (FGM). This can lead to pelvic infections, pregnancy and birth complications, 
and long-term emotional scars, according to UNICEF. FGM is recognized internationally as a violation 

of the human rights of girls and women. 
 
C: Lord God, help communities that practice female genital mutilation to see its damaging effects on 
girls and young women. Motivate families to turn away from damaging practices and protect their 
female children from all forms of harm, including female genital mutilation. 
 

O Lord, hear my prayer, 
O Lord hear my prayer; 



when I call answer me. 

O Lord hear my prayer, 
O Lord hear my prayer; 
come and listen to me. 

 
L: Pray for access to clean, safe drinking water. 
 
An estimated 33 million girls work more than 21 hours per week doing household chores at home. In 
many cultures, this includes collecting water for drinking, bathing and cooking, a task they share with 
their moms. They must often walk hours every day to complete it, keeping them from going to school, 
and robbing mothers of time with their children. 

 
 C: Dear Lord, as millions of women and girls continue to walk every day to collect water, please walk 
beside them and keep them from harm. Bless the work of organizations like World Vision that provide 
clean water so more women and girls can leave this task behind to lead more productive and 
meaningful lives. 

  

O Lord, hear my prayer, 
O Lord, hear my prayer; 
when I call answer me. 
O Lord hear my prayer, 
O Lord hear my prayer; 
come and listen to me. 
 

 
L: Pray for girls trapped in sexual exploitation and forced labor. 
 
Worldwide, over 11 million girls ages 5 to 17 work as domestic laborers, according to the International 
Labor Organization. Unsuspecting children are often forced into child labor or the sex trade. The full 
extent of the problem is unknown. 
 

  
C: Dear Lord, we come to You humbled by the struggles many girls face every day. Restore to them 
their self-confidence and help them have meaningful relationships. Inspire leaders to create policies 
that address the causes of sexual exploitation and forced labor. 
 
O Lord, hear my prayer, 

O Lord hear my prayer; 
when I call answer me. 
O Lord hear my prayer, 
O Lord hear my prayer; 
come and listen to me. 
 
L: We pray for our Church Sevika Sangham and its many projects, especially the working women’s 

hostel for the poor, in Lingarajpuram and the many other outreach programs including Cancer Care 
and the contribution of marriage aid to girls in the mission fields. We thank you for all their support in 
the growth of our Church. We thank you for their amazing grace.  

 
O Lord, hear my prayer, 
O Lord hear my prayer; 
when I call answer me. 

O Lord hear my prayer, 
O Lord hear my prayer; 
come and listen to me. 
https://www.worldvision.org/gender-equality-news-stories/matthew-25-pray-for-women-and-girls 
 
 

Gospel Reading  
P:  †Peace be with you all. 



C:  May the Lord make us all worthy to listen to His Word. 

 
P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, which proclaims life and salvation to the world as 

recorded by Mark 14:3-9 

 C: Blessed is He that has come and will come again. Praise to the Father who sent him for our 
Salvation. May His blessings be ever upon us. 
 
P: In the days of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, the Word of life, God incarnate of the blessed 
Virgin Mary, it happened in this way.  
C: So we believe and affirm. 

  (After reading the Gospel, the priest says,†'Peace be with you all') 
 
C: We thank you, Lord, that you have given us your gospel which is indeed the light of the world, that 
we may be drawn closer to you through the living words from your gospel which we have now heard.  
 

 
 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in the one true God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things 
visible and invisible. 
We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all 
world; Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made, who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from 

heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man. He was crucified 
also for us in the days of Pontius Pilate; suffered and died and was buried. The third day He rose 
again, by His Father's holy will, ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead and of His kingdom there will be no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father; who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets and the apostles. 
We believe in one Holy Catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the remission 

of sins; and look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the new life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
(Cong. to be seated) 
 

 

Birthday, Wedding Anniversary & Thanksgiving 

God of the women who answered your call, 

Trusting your promises, giving their all, 

Women like Sarah and Hannah and Ruth  

Give us their courage to live in your truth. 

 

God of the women who walked Jesus' Way, 

Giving their resources, learning to pray, 

Mary, Joanna, Susanna, and more  

May we give freely as they did before. 

 

God of the women long put to the test, 

Left out of stories, forgotten, oppressed, 

Quietly asking: "Who smiled at my birth?"  

In Jesus' dying you show us our worth. 

 

God of the women who ran from the tomb, 

Prayed with the others in that upper room, 

Then felt your Spirit on Pentecost Day  

May we so gladly proclaim you today. 

 



O God of Phoebe and ministers all, 

May we be joyful in answering your call. 

Give us the strength of your Spirit so near 

That we may share in your ministry here. 

 

Tune: Traditional Irish melody ("Be Thou My Vision")   

Text: Copyright © 1998 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.  

 

Offertory Hymn 
Faith of our mothers, living still 

In cradle song and bedtime prayer; 

In nursery lore and fireside love, 

Thy presence still pervades the air: 

Faith of our mothers, living faith! 

We will be true to thee till death. 

 

Faith of our mothers, loving faith, 

Fount of childhood's trust and grace, 

Oh, may thy consecration prove 

Source of a finer nobler race: 

Faith of our mothers, loving faith, 

We will be true to thee till death. 

 

Faith of our mothers, guiding faith, 

For youthful longing, youthful doubt, 

How blurred our vision, blind our way, 

Thy providential care without: 

Faith of our mothers, guiding faith, 

We will be true to thee till death. 

 

Faith of our mothers, Christian faith, 

In truth beyond our stumbling creeds, 

Still serve the home and save the Church, 

And breathe thy spirit through our deeds: 

Faith of our mothers, Christian faith! 

We will be true to thee till death.  

Text: A. B. Patten, Music: Henri F. Hemi1865 

 

 
 
 
 
Message 

 

(Cong. To stand)  
 
Closing Prayer 
 
P: Lord, give to me the courage,  
To face each passing day;  

Shine Your light upon my path,  
To help me see my way.  
 
C: Pour in me Your wisdom,  
And grace so I may stand;  
Then let Your strength become my own,  



As I hold on to Your hand.  

 
Shine in me Your beauty,  
A light for all to see;  

Where there is hope, where there is joy,  
Is where the Father lives in me. Amen 
 
Allison Chambers Coxsey 
©2002 ~ All Rights Reserved 

 
 
P: Closing Prayer and Benediction 

Go out to tell the world that our God is faithful—like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, 
like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home. Go out to celebrate with joy the amazing gifts 
that this faithful God has given each one of us, women and men alike. Go out to use those gifts in 
ministry to the church and to the world. 

 
+ May the God of Abraham, Sarah and Hagar, the God who is the Christ, the son of Mary, and God the 
Holy Spirit, go with you now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

Doxology and Kiss of peace 
 
When Mary poured a rich perfume on Jesus' weary feet, 
Her caring filled that humble room; the fragrance there was sweet. 
But full of anger, Judas said, "We could have used this more! 
Why was her gift not sold instead and given to the poor?" 
 

The Lord replied, "Leave her alone! She bought it for this day. 
This caring love that she has shown is faithful to God's way. 
The poor will always be with you, but you will not have me." 
He blessed her and he thanked her, too, for giving lavishly. 

 
O Christ, what can your people bring to show you thanks and love? 

You need no fragrant offering; for now you reign above. 
Since there will never cease to be the poor throughout the land, 
May we, your church, serve faithfully by offering them our hand. 
 
Text: Copyright © 2001 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. 
Tune: Gesangbuch der Herzoglich Wirtembergischen Katholischen Hofkapelle, 1784  
("I Sing the Mighty Power of God") 

https://www.carolynshymns.com/when_mary_poured_a_rich_perfume.html 
 


